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lation were most numerous, and where pacifists most
abounded. In April and May he spoke to great throngs in
Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, Detroit and other similar
centers on such subjects as "Bighteous Peace and National
Preparedness," "National Duty7' and "International
Ideals." In none of these did he speak as a Presidential
candidate, but as an American devoted heart and soul to the
honor and welfare of his country, and deeply stirred by the
slowness of the national administration in the work of pre-
paredness for the great war in which he believed we were
destined soon to be involved.

This was peculiarly the case in his speeches in St. Louis
on May 31, 1916, only a week before the two conventions,
Republican and Progressive, were to assemble at Chicago.
In fact the delegates to both conventions were already
either in Chicago or on their way there. St. Louis had a
larger number of German-born inhabitants than any other
American city except Milwaukee, and it was known at the
time to be a stronghold of German war sympathy. Boose-
velt's first speech of the several that he made during his
visit showed that he was not a Presidential aspirant who
was seeking support from German-born citizens. He de-
clared that there was no room in the United States for
German-Americans, or Irish-Americans or any other hy-
phenated citizens, but room only for those who were
" Americans and nothing else." In fact, he declared, there
could be no such person as a German-American; he had the
authority of the Kaiser himself for the statement, since the
Kaiser had said that he knew what a German was and what
an American was but he did not know what a German-
Ajnerican was. "Whatever else may be said of me/' de-
clared Eoosevelt to a great audience that had assembled to
hear frrm, "I am no pussy-footer.'' That was a notification
not only to his audience but to the delegates to the Eepub-
lican National Convention that if he were to be made a
candidate there must be no angling for German-American
votes.

It is interesting to note that the sentiments of this speech